








Letter of Recommendation

September 16, 2010

Art Palace Bldg. 3FF Minami 2 Nishi 9, Chuo-ku
Sapporo, Japan

International Japanese Calligraphy Association
Chairman, Kohara Dojo

I write this letter of recommendation in hopes to introduce the activities of Aoi Yamaguchi, who
plays an important role as a contemporary Japanese calligrapher in the culture of Japanese calligraphy
indigenous to the country of Japan, and in anticipation of her artist career in modern art of calligraphy
in the United States.

Aol Yamaguchi has been trained through special Japanese calligraphy education for gifted
children since she was 6 years old under the master Zuiho Sato. He is one of the contributors who
writes formal standard calligraphy writing, for the monthly journal of comprehensive studies of
Japanese calligraphy called “Sho no Kenkyu (Study of Calligraphy),” and which Aol used for her
training. This journal is used as a textbook in schools and published by Japan Calligraphy Critics
Company, which I supervise.

In 1999, during her 9th grade, she was awarded the sole First Place prize from the Minister of
Education at 44th Asahi Calligraphy Nationwide School Exhibit, which proves that she was No.1 in
Japan. Moreover, she studied Japanese calligraphy enthusiastically throughout six years in elementary
school and three years in junior high school, where it was widely known that her calligraphy skills and
ability to use the brushes were akin to that of a distinguished calligrapher. She was acknowledged as a
future great talent, and certified the Title of “Master Student Calligrapher” by Japan Calligraphy
Critics Company and Hokkaido Calligraphy Association. After entering high school, she received the
Superior First Place prize at 33rd National Students Calligraphy Exhibition in 11th grade, and the
Asahi Newspaper Company Award at the 45th Anniversary Hokkaido Schools Asahi Calligraphy
Exhibition in the 10th grade, and lastly, the Hokkaido Calligraphy Association Award at the 46th
Hokkaido Schools Asahi Calligraphy Exhibit in the 11th grade. As a noteworthy event, she was
nominated to participate in the group, 4th Hokkaido Elementary and Junior High Students Visit to
China in 2000, representing the country of Japan and participated in calligraphy exchange sessions at
Palace of Pupils of China, known as the sanctuary of special education for brilliant children. As these
facts prove, it is exceptional to consecutively receive high acclaim both nationally and internationally.

Aol Yamaguchi is a rare talent who has received numerous praises as a brilliant star in the world
of Student Japanese calligrapher and as the explorer of the beauty of calligraphy, even before she
studied abroad. Graduated from high school, she is now a member of society, and determined in her
indomitable endeavor to popularize and develop the art of calligraphy worldwide. I have no doubt that
Aol Yamaguchi will exceed expectations, and succeed in her aspirations. I am strongly hoping that her
petition to remain in the United States will be granted, and her dreams to come true.
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Calligraphy is the Pure Plastic Art (the art of pure creation), using letters as its material. From
the ancient times in Oriental countries, expressions of strokes by calligraphy brushes and the
expressions of the negative spaces have united with the nation’s spirituality. As it has been described as
“paintings are analogous to calligraphy,” or “calligraphy is the reflection of the internal psychology,”
calligraphy is defined as the supreme form of the individual emotional expression. Since the letters,
called Kanji, are the material, they themselves are ideographic. Therefore, mastering the skills of
calligraphic expression requires long-term training and the knowledge of writing culture of the East
and its history.

Aol Yamaguchi has polished her Japanese calligraphy skill by learning under the Master at an
early age. The learning method of Japanese calligraphy is to study Chinese classic calligraphy and
practice writing repeatedly. She has been trained to master the basics of calligraphy, while refining her
knowledge and skills. She visited China, the origin of the calligraphy, when she was in Junior High
School, and deepened her knowledge of the classics. As a result, during her education in junior high
school and high school, she received the First Place prize from the Minister of Education at 44th Asahi
Calligraphy Nationwide School Exhibit, Superior First Place at 33rd National Students Calligraphy
Exhibition and others that are known as the supreme prizes at competitive public exhibitions. In Japan,
competitive public exhibitions are popular, and receive thousands of submissions. All these exhibitions
are high levels for the student level of mastery, where she proved her extraordinary ability.

After entering Sapporo Minami high school, where I worked as an instructor, she belonged to the
school calligraphy club and showed her superiority. She possessed not only classical skills but also rich
creativity and modern sensitivity. She was beginning to explore new possibilities in contemporary
calligraphic expressions. After graduating from high school, she landed in the United States in 2004,
where she began performing live Japanese Calligraphy demonstrations, as well as calligraphy
workshops. When I visited her solo exhibition at Hokusen Gallery Ivory in Sapporo in 2008, I
witnessed her exploration in juxtaposing the traditional Eastern classics and her contemporary artistic
expressions, and I was impressed. Furthermore, I felt her unique ambition of transforming two-
dimensional art of Japanese Calligraphy into the art of physical expression through performances.

Japanese calligraphy is the traditional art indigenous to the East, and its material is letters,
which has a language barrier. Thus, it must be extremely difficult to gain understandings and
appreciation from audiences in the United States. However, since she has both the traditional aesthetics
of beauty and modern contemporary aesthetics, [ am certain that she is the most suitable individual for
introducing the Eastern beauty of Japanese calligraphy. Moreover, I have a high expectation for her
turther growth and blossoming future as an artist.

2010. 9. 16
Kobayashi Masazumi (Yu-shi)

Kobayashi Yushi ~ Mainichi Calligraphy Exhibit Panel of Judges Sougen Calligraphy Exhibit Judge
Member of Hokkaido Calligraphy Exhibit National Exhibit Five Sections (Calligraphy)
Winner 3 years

Address 1-16, North 50 jyo East 6 cho-me, Higashi-ku, Sapporo
Telephone 011-722-1171
Email shoken-y kobayashi@nifty.com
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Recommendation for Aoi Yamaguchi
Recommended by Zuiho Sato
(Member of the Hokkaido Calligraphy Exhibit Judges Panel)

It was more than twenty years ago when she knocked our door at Zuiho Shodo (calligraphy)
School, and ever since then she has grown to be my talented pupil, earning my respect with her sincere
dedication and praiseworthy study of the art of calligraphy.

In the 9th grade the Japanese Minister of Education presented her with the First Place award
after she submitted her work to the prestigious Hokkaido Schools Asahi Calligraphy Exhibit, selected to
receive the best prize out of 15,000 entered submissions. The following year, she received the Asahi
Newspaper Company Award, which is the most-esteemed special award given at this influential
exhibition. Moreover, in the 11th grade she obtained a splendid achievement, again earning the best
special award from the Asahi Newspaper Company. From these accomplishments I can be certain she
possesses extraordinary talent as a Japanese calligrapher, and when added to the exceptional aspirations
she has for her art, as well as her passionate will, her abilities deserve my proud respect.

Aoi’s enthusiasm during her education has continued after graduation. I can clearly observe her
devotion to disseminating the art of calligraphy arts through the organizing of various exhibitions and
participation in performances and education in the United States. I write this letter of recommendation
with confidence, believing firmly that she will exceed my future expectations.



Note:
Asahi Newspaper is one of the Japan’s largest daily newspaper.






2-5-12-14, Fujino, Minami-ku
Sapporo, 061-2282

Akiko Yamaguchi
(Mother of Aoi Yamaguchi)






195-2, Takadai, Iwanai-gun
Tsuta (Zuiho) Sato
Telephone: 0135-62-2211






44th Asahi Calligraphy Exhibit of the Hokkaido Schools
Exhibition in Sapporo from December 3rd

The contest of the 44th Asahi Calligraphy Hokkaido Schools Exhibit (sponsored by the Hokkaido
Calligraphy Education Foundation and hosted by Asahi Newspaper Hokkaido Branch) was held again
this year. Yuko Okada from Kyo-ei Elementary School in Asahikawa, Aoi Yamaguchi from Sapporo-shi
Nakanoshima Junior High School, 9th grade, and Tomoaki Nakamura from Sapporo Nishi High School,
12th grade were selected for the First Place prize awarded by the Minister of Education. Also, for the
highest award for a school, Ashibetsu Elementary School won the second time in the Elementary School
division, Kouryou Junior High School in Asahikawa won for five years consecutively in the Junior High
School division, and Ryutani High School in Asahikawa was selected for the award 9 years consecutively.
The contest received 14,103 entries. The works by the 5,600 recipients of Superior Awards,
Recommendation Awards, High Honors Prize, Excellent Work Awards will be exhibited at Sapporo City
Hall Gallery located at Minami 2 Nishi 6, Chuo-ku, Sapporo from Friday, December 3rd to Sunday the
5th. The recipients of prizes higher than the Excellent Work Awards are listed below:

The Very Best Schools

Ashibetsu * Ashibetsu Elementary School Second year
Asahikawa * Kouryou Junior High School 5 years consecutively
Asahikawa ¢ Ryutani High School 9 years consecutively

Group Awards

[Very Best Schools]

Ashibetsu-shi Ashibetsu Elementary School,
Asahikawa-shi Kouryou Junior High School,
Asahikawa Ryutani High School

[Best Schools]
Asahikawa-shi Tou-kou Elementary School,
Asahikawa-shi Toumei Junior High School,

Superior Awards

[Minister of Education Award]

Yuko Okada (Asahikawa Kyouei Elementary School 6th grade)

Aoi Yamaguchi (Sapporo Nakanoshima Junior High School 9th grade)
Tomoaki Nakamura (Sapporo Nishi High School 8rd grade)

[Governor or Hokkaido Awards]
Kazunori Hirakura (Asahikawa Nishi High School 10th grade)



[ The Chairman of the Hokkaido Prefecture Legislature Award 7]
Rie Kawamata (Takikawa High School 10th grade)

[Superintendent of Hokkaido Board of Education Award]
Youka Kawaguchi (Asahikawa-shi Asahi Elementary School 5th grade)
Masami Taniguchi (Akan-cho Akan-ko Junior High School 1st grade)

[President of Hokkaido Teachers College Award]
Yuta Kato (Asahikawa Ryutani High School 12th grade)

[City of Sapporo Mayor Award ]
Shoko Yamaguchi (Sapporo Nishi High School 12th grade)

[Superintendent of City of Sapporo Board of Education Award]
Hiroshi Tomino (Sapporo Kaisei High School 10th grade)

[President of Hokkaido PTA Association Award]
Aya Okazawa (Kushiro-shi Touei Elementary School 1st grade)

[President of Hokkaido High Schools PTA Association Award]
Asumi Ookoshi (Sapporo Shinkawa High School 1st grade)

[Hokkaido National Language Education Association Award]
Saori Kodama (Asahikawa-shi Hokuchin Elementary School 4th grade)

[Asahi Newspaper Company Award]

Tomoe Tagaki (Sapporo Elementary School Attached to Teachers College 3rd grade)
Ayako Oosawa (AsahikawaOshi Toumei Junior High School 8th grade)

Jun Fujioka (Asahikawa Nishi High School 11th grade)

[Hokkaido Calligraphy Education Association Award]

Keisuke Kojima (Asahikawa-shi Jinkyo Higashi Elementary School 2nd grade)
Maki Komatsuno (Sapporo Meisei High School 10th grade)

Saori Horiguchi (Furano High School 10th grade)

Yusuke Baki (Asahikawa Ryutani High School 11th grade)



Review

Certain Skills, High Levels

We have received more than 14, 000 submissions this year. I am happy to know that there are so
many pupils and students who are interested in writing letters with brushes, in other words calligraphy,
especially because less opportunities to see or write handwritten letters exist these recent years.

All works demonstrated the fruit of the students’ daily efforts, and it showed a level of
improvement over last year. In the elementary school division, there were many works inspired by the
basics which were written very carefully and properly, and in the junior high school division we were
able to see various styles of writing in these works, including kazsho (the block style) and gyo-sho (semi-
cursive style).

Also, our high school students were challenged on various themes and they proved very unique.
Each work was exhibited their solid skills, proving that the classes’ progress is substantial.

Three recipients earned superior awards from the Japanese Minister of Education. Ms. Yuko
Okada, has shown power and vitality in her firm and proper brush strokes. Ms. Aoi Yamaguchi took up
the challenge of writing in the Chinese classic semi-cursive style Rantei Jo, which is difficult for a junior
high school level student. She successfully presented her skill with flexible and smooth flowing brush
strokes throughout. Mr. Tomoaki Nakamura wrote based after the model of Kanjo-ki, and he displayed
a rich expression through deeply carved strokes and dynamic arm control.

Calligraphy was introduced to Japan from China, but its culture has been established locally as
“Japan’s original culture” amongst the Japanese people. Through learning the basic skill at school, I am
hoping that more individuals will be able to foster a cultural phenomenon of amazing Japanese
calligraphy in our homes and our local communities in the future.

(Hokkaido Calligraphy Education Foundation Project Section Head
Sapporo Shinyo High School Instructor
Osamu Tagasira)









Award
Highest Honors Aol Yamaguchi

With honorary praise you have been awarded for your superior work presented at 54th
Hokkaido Student Calligraphy Exhibit

January 6, Heisel 14 (2002)
Hokkaido Calligraphy Education Association
Hokkaido Newspaper Corporation






Award
Highest Honors Grade 12 Aol Yamaguchi

You have been awarded for your superior work presented at 47th Asahi Calligraphy Nationwide
School Exhibit

December 8, Heisei 14 (2002)
Hokkaido Calligraphy Education Association
Asahi Newspaper Corporation






Award

33rd Nationwide Calligraphy Contest

Highest Honors Grade 12 Aol Yamaguchi
Praise with Honor

August 25, Heisei 14 (2002)

Hokkaido Calligraphy Association

Chairman, Dojo Kohara

Sponsored by Japan Calligraphy Critic Corporation






Certificate

High School Division
An Honor Student Aol Yamaguchi

This is to certify that Aoi Yamaguchi is an honor student in the high school division
September 1, Heisel 22 (2010)

Hokkaido Calligraphy Association
Japan Calligraphy Critic Corporation
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